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by the bridge and rally your men-at-arms to keep them from pillaging the camp, but do not leave, • I entreat you, till we return." But in the tumult which followed, G-aston saw some of his men attacked, and, with his usual impetuous chivalry, rode forth to their rescue, without waiting to see who followed him, and in the melee was unhorsed and killed. The battle was won, and Ravenna was taken, but it was indeed dearly bought by the loss of so gallant a leader.
La Palisse, who was now in command of the French army, was unable to profit much by his victory, or even to keep control over his motley troops. The warrior Pope was more than a match* for him in diplomacy as well as in actual righting, and he managed to conclude a truce between the Emperor and Venice, although the Republic could not be induced to yield Verona and Vicenza to him. However, Maximilian allowed 18,000 Swiss to pass through the Tyrol on their way to join the Venetians, and somewhat later he was induced to join the Holy League. This made it needful that he should obtain the sinews of war from his Estates, and he went to Trier to meet the assembled Diet. But, once more, he found it a hopeless task to obtain any help from his subjects for a foreign war which they entirely disapproved of, and after wasting much time in discussion, he left in despair for the Netherlands. Although the Diet met again later at Cologne, the Emperor could obtain only such trifling assistance that he was unable to take any active part in the expulsion of the French from Milan.in heree King
